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PUTNAM COUNTY 
COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE 

Member of the Tennessee Federation 

  Chapter 1956 Newsletter  October 2019 

Chapter Officers 
 

 President & Newsletter Editor Ronnie Collins 
 Vice President  Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com  

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Monthly Notes 
    According to the calendar, it is officially the fall 
season, but I think the weather man hasn’t figured 
that our yet as we have had some hot weather for 
this time of the year. It is good that we now have 
houses and cars with air conditioning, I am sure 
most of us remember the days when we had neither. 
At least the leaves are falling now, and showing 
some color on some trees. 
    The new NARFE officer portal is still not very use-
ful. I am still not able to view most of the data that I 
need to track chapter members and dues payments 
to our chapter. This is very disappointing, they have 
promised to get the various reports fixed and made 
available, but it is a very slow process. NARFE hired 
a contractor to create a new member reports system 
and that contractor seems to be to be doing a very 
poor job so far. 
  

Meeting Update 
    We are still waiting ever so patiently for Shoney’s 
to begin to remodel, I do not have any recent up-
dates on that, I just keep watching and hoping that 
they will begin work soon and reopen. 
    Other possible locations are Nick’s Restaurant 
and the Golden Corral Restaurant, both in 
Cookeville. Availability is limited for us, but I am still 
working on that. Some input from those who would 
attend would be welcomed. 
    It is very difficult to book meeting space for a small 
group such as we have. 
 

Recruiting Incentives 
    I would encourage all of you to take part in recruit-
ing new members, and get a $20 cash award from 
the Tennessee Federation and also $10 cash award 
from the national office. In addition the national office 
will enter you in a drawing for a chance to win a 
monthly prize, a $25 Amazon.com gift card and a 
Grand Prize, a Kindle Fire device. 
    We have now till the end of 2019 to recruit any 
new member, Use the Membership Form in the mag-
azine, you can make copies if needed. Just remem-
ber to put your Name and Member ID on the form 
before handing it out. Other forms of joining include 
online at narfe.org and by telephone 800-456-8410. 
Those joining by phone or online also need your 
Name and Member ID number. 
 

2020 COLA Watch 
    The August consumer data reported a very slight 
decrease for the month. There is just 1 more report 
to determine what the January COLA will be. It is ex-
pected to be small. 

NARFE Webinars 
    Here is the list of webinars through the end of the 
year You will need to log in as a member to see any 
of these, You can watch them live by pre-registering,  
or later by recording. All webinars start at 1:00 pm, 
CT. Note that most have to do with health insurance 
plans and your options. 
    Oct. 24—FEHB and Medicare: What’s Your 
Best Choice. 
    Nov. 7—The Pros and Cons of Consumer Driv-
en Health Plans. 
    Nov. 21—Health Plans—What’s your Best Op-
tion? 
    Dec. 12—Estate Planning for Feds - Protect 
Your Assets. 

Month Month % Change % Toward 2020 

October 2018 0.19 0.28 

November 2018 -0.45 -0.17 

December 2018 -0.47 -0.64 

January 2019 0.14 -0.49 

February 2019 0.44 -0.05 

March 2019 0.63 0.57 

April 2019 0.63 1.21 

May 2019 0.22 1.43 

June 2019 -0.05 1.38 

July 2019 0.20 1.58 

August 2019 -0.05 1.53 
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2019 Federal Benefits Open Season 
    It is still early, but Open Season for this year will 
be Monday, November 11 through Monday, Decem-
ber 9, 2019. Note that 2 of the upcoming NARFE 
webinars in November may be of interest to you on 
the topic of insurance. 
 

Chapter Financial Report—Month of August 2019 
August 1st balance—$2,182.74 
Dues received—$84.00 
 

Disbursements: 
Chapter website fees—$84.00 
August 31th  balance—$2,182.74 
 

Sickness Report 
    This past month, I had a time of sickness, and had 
to go to the hospital for a case of an infection in my 
lungs, which the doctor called pneumonia. I am bet-
ter now, but it was a rough few days. 
 

Legislative News 
    Congress has not passed the bills to fund the gov-
ernment, therefore they did approve a Continuing 
Resolution to keep the government open, the current 
bill will provide for 7 weeks to keep government in 
operation. The President has signed this bill. 
    I reported here in August about a bill related to the 
Windfall Elimination Provision. Now there is a sec-
ond bill that has just been introduced. This one is 
H.R 4540 called Public Servants Protection and Fair-
ness Act. This bill provides Social Security benefi-
ciaries affected by WEP with a $150 per month in-
crease in their benefits. NARFE supports this bill and 
the previous one introduced recently. 
    This coming tax year will bring a new tax form for 
seniors. I will be referred to as form 1040-SR. It is 
still in draft form, but it is intended to make it simpler 
and easier to read for those filing the paper form. 
    Congress is currently in a two-week recess, they 
are scheduled to back on Tuesday, October 15th. 
    Keep up on the latest bills that impact you and/or 
NARFE members by referring to the monthly maga-
zine and going online on the NARFE website, Be 
sure to call the members of Congress, 1-866-220-
0044 to voice your opinion. Just follow the prompts 
to get to the office you want. Or Email them from the 
NARFE website, Advocacy section and Legislative 
Action Center. 
 

New OPM Director 
    The Senate has just confirmed Dale Cabaniss as 
the new director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment (OPM). National President Ken Thomas issued 
the following statement about her. 
    “Just as NARFE has long served as a resource to 
previous OPM directors, we look forward to develop-
ing the same productive relationship with Director 
Cabaniss to ensure that OPM effectively carries out 
its mission and fulfills its key responsibilities. Yet, 
considering the Administration’s reorganization pro-
posal calls for the elimination of the very agency Ms. 
Cabaniss has been confirmed to lead, we hope that 
OPM is around long enough for that relationship to 
grow.”  
    “We also hope Director Cabaniss is sincere in her 
commitment to ‘protect the civil service, merit princi-
ples and retirees’ as she noted in testimony before 
the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee last spring. Given our shared 
goals in supporting, promoting and serving the dedi-
cated men and women who serve the American peo-
ple, we are eager to establish a positive working re-
lationship with Director Cabaniss and continue to 
provide assistance to the entire agency for the bene-
fit of the federal community.”  
 

Alzheimer's  Donations 
    Again, I would request donations be made to sup-
port Alzheimer’s research. This has been a long 
standing program by NARFE and is worthy of our 
support. There has been over $13 million donated by 
NARFE members over the many years since this all 
began. 
    There is always a donation form in each magazine 
that you can use to make your donation. Be sure to 
include our chapter number on the form or on the 
check so that credit will go to our chapter for your 
donation. 
 

On The Light Side—A few One-Liners 
    If at first you don’t succeed, don’t try skydiving. 
    Stop repeat offenders. Don’t re-elect them. 
    I intend to live forever. So far so good. 
    What happens if you get scared half to death 
twice? 
    I used to have an open mind but my brains kept 
falling out. 
    Energizer Bunny arrested, charged with battery. 
    I didn’t use to finish sentences, but now I 
    I’ve had amnesia as long as I can remember. 
    A flashlight is a case for holding dead batteries. 

NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 

Referendum Ballot Vote 
    The voting period has ended for the members to 
cast a vote on the 2019 referendum. I hope you took 
time to exercise your privilege to vote.  
   I have not seen the results as of this writing but 
expect to see something soon.  


