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NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCATION 

PUTNAM COUNTY—COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE 
**Protecting Our Future** 

  Chapter 1956 Newsletter  June 2019 

Chapter Officers 
 

 President Ronnie Collins 
 Vice-President Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com 

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Monthly Notes 
    Well folks, the year is moving along. June marks 
the half-way point in the year. By now everyone 
should have their gardens out and/or making plans 
for their summer travels. We wish all of you a safe 
and enjoyable summer this year. 
    Without chapter meetings, there is not as much to 
share with our members from month to month. I 
would encourage each of you to keep up with any bit 
of NARFE news that is available online, or by email, 
or by the magazines. And remember that after finish-
ing reading the magazines, you may want to leave 
them in some waiting room somewhere as a recruit-
ing tool. It is possible someone may become inter-
ested enough to join up. 
    Recently, NARFE provided testimony on two criti-
cal issues facing the federal workforce – what the 
government can do to attract new talent and the pro-
posed legislation to reorganize the Office of Person-
nel Management (OPM). Details of both staff mem-
ber, Jessica Klement’s and National President, Ken 
Thomas’ testimony are in the May 21, 2019 issue of 
the NARFE NewsWatch. 
    I will briefly mention that a new members portal is 
being developed by NARFE and it is scheduled to go 
live on the NARFE website the first week of June. It 
will allow members and officers to have access to 
their information and certain reports as officers. 
 

Federation Recruiting and Newsletter Contest 
    Details of a new recruiting drive were announced 
at the Federation Annual Meeting and should also be 
published in the July Federation Newsletter. Current 
members will receive $20 for each new member re-
cruited until the end of this year. As established now, 
there is a limit set of 25 new members total, but that 
may be changed. The federation Membership Chair 
is tracking the reports of new members and who re-
cruited them. So use every opportunity that you have 
to encourage a potential member to join NARFE and 
in so doing, receive the satisfaction of that and being 
rewarded at the same time.  
    The Federation President, Ed Evans has been 
speaking of a Chapter Newsletter Contest in meet-
ings I have attended. Details of this are still in the 
works and I am not sure when this will begin yet or 
what the other details will be. Maybe we will have a 
opportunity to take part in that. 

2020 COLA Watch 
    The data for the 2020 COLA as you can see has 
gone positive for the year. There are still several 
months to go before the year closes in October. 
 

 

NARFE Webinars 
    Here are the most recent NARFE webinars and 
the upcoming ones, some of which may be of inter-
est to you and some may not: 
    Four Simple Steps to a Smooth Retirement. 
recorded 
    TSP and You: Sound Savings Strategies. rec-
orded 
    Social Security: A Key Ingredient in Your Re-
tirement. recorded 
    Divorce and Federal Benefits. recorded 
    Understanding CSRS Offset: Your Retirement 
Explained. Recorded 
    Special Category Feds: Retirement Rules and 
Exception. June 13th. (law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and air traffic controllers) 
    These are presented live with a question and an-
swer session afterwards at 1 PM central time on the 
date listed. If you missed the live presentation, you 
can always watch the recorded version on the 
NARFE website.  

Month Month % Change % Toward 2020 

October 2018 0.19 0.28 

November 2018 -0.45 -0.17 

December 2018 -0.47 -0.64 

January 2019 0.14 -0.49 

February 2019 0.44 -0.05 

March 2019 0.63 0.57 

April 2019 0.63 1.21 
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Dues Reporting Errors 
    NARFE has discovered some error in their report-
ing of dues for Due Withholding. I have seen this as 
well in the reports that I have downloaded. They are 
working to fix the problem, and at this point I do not 
know if the errors are only on the reports or if it has 
affected the actual member dues. There research 
shows the errors began  in February of this year. I 
would urge you to check your dues information and 
see if the wrong amounts were charged to you for 
NARFE member dues and let me know. 
 

Chapter Financial Report—Month of April 2019 
April 1st balance—$2,353.86 
Dues received—$59.88 
 

Disbursements: 
Alzheimer’s funds sent—$39.00 
Federation Annual Meeting Registrations—$130.00 
April 30st balance—$2,244.74 
 

Legislative News 
    An House appropriations bill would provide for a 
3.1 percent pay raise next year for current employ-
ees and it would block the proposed OPM-GSA Mer-
ger. 
    Be sure to let your members of Congress hear 
from you. Call 1-866-220-0044. and just follow the 
prompts to get to the office you want. Use the 
NARFE website to send an email message. 
 

Useful Contact Information 
    In case you need to contact a federal department , 
these information may help you: 
—OPM (Have your CSA or CSF claim number) 
1-888-767-6738    retire@opm.gov 
—Social Security Administration 
1-800-772-1213    www.ssa.gov 
—Thrift Savings Plan 
1-877-968-3778    www.tsp.gov 
—Dept. of Veterans Affairs 
1-800-827-1000    www.va.gov 
 

Meeting Place Update 
    I have tried to contact officials at Shoney’s for an 
update on the construction details for the Cookeville 
location. So far they have not replied back to me. I 
still do not see any work started on the remodel of 
the Shoney’s Restaurant in Cookeville. The last 
news I heard was they were in the process of meet-
ing with their construction team. We will just have to 
wait and see what developed. 
    At this point, I do not know when we can resume 
holding our chapter meetings again. I will keep trying 
to find out and will let you know as soon as possible. 
 

Sunshine Report 
    Do you have any information regarding member 
illnesses, hospital stays, deaths or anything such as 
that? If so, share that with me.. 
 

Recruiting Incentives 
    Don’t forget you can receive $20 for recruiting a 
new NARFE member, from now till the end of the 
year. Keep that in mind as you run into potential 
members and remember each magazine contains a 
membership form that you can use. Just be sure to 
show your Member ID on the line provided for that. 
 

Update Your Member Records 
    If you move, change email accounts or change 
your phone number, please update it with NARFE so 
that your member records will be correct. This will 
ensure you continue to get the magazine and other 
mailings, email alerts and such. 
    To update any changes in your information, go to 
narfe.org, log in with your member name and ID and 
then look for the section that includes Update My 
Record. 
 

On the Light Side 
    A proud and confident genius makes a bet with an 
idiot. The genius says, "Hey idiot, every question I 
ask you that you don't know the answer, you have to 
give me $5. And if you ask me a question and I can't 
answer yours I will give you $5,000." The idiot says, 
"Okay." The genius then asks, "How many conti-
nents are there in the world?" The idiot doesn't know 
and hands over the $5. The idiot says, "Now me ask: 
what animal stands with two legs but sleeps with 
three?" The genius tries and searches very hard for 
the answer but gives up and hands over the $5000. 
The genius says, "Dang it, I lost. By the way, what 
was the answer to your question?" The idiot hands 
over $5.  
 

    A man went to his lawyer and told him, "My neigh-
bor owes me $500 and he won’t pay up. What 
should I do?" "Do you have any proof he owes you 
the money?" asked the lawyer. "Nope," replied the 
man. "OK, then write him a letter asking him for the 
$5,000 he owed you," said the lawyer. "But it's only 
$500," replied the man. "Precisely. That’s what he 
will reply and then you’ll have your proof!"  
 

    For a period, Houdini used a trap door in every 
single show he did3I guess you could say it was a 
stage he was going through.  

Pretty corny, huh? 

NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 


