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Chapter Officers 
 

 President Ronnie Collins 
 Vice-President Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com 

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Monthly Notes 
    Spring has sprung, the days are getting longer 
and warmer and filled with activity. My hope is that 
everyone made it through the winter months without 
any major illnesses. 
    I continue to monitor our meeting location, and 
have not heard anymore from the managers at 
Shoney’s. As of now, we still do not have a place to 
hold our chapter meetings. I did hear some news 
which is shown in another article in the newsletter. 
    We do have some business items to take care of, I 
will try to do that by means of this newsletter. As 
most of you know, April each year is the time that the 
Tennessee Federation holds its annual meetings. In 
years past, it was always a convention format, this 
year, it is being called the Annual Meeting. All inter-
ested NARFE members can attend, this year we do 
not send delegates but myself and Reba will be at-
tending as officers of this chapter. The chapter nor-
mally covers the registration fees for such meetings. 
Some other costs are the traditional door prizes that 
the chapter donates in the form of gift cards. and we 
have been doing something for the Alzheimer’s fund-
raiser, this year I would like the chapter to donate a 
gift card for that.  
    So here are the cost details on the Federation An-
nual Meeting that we need to approve. The registra-
tion costs are $65 for 2 members, the door prize gift 
cards are 2 at $25 each, and the gift card for the Alz-
heimer’s fundraiser is $50. Let me know if there are 
any objections to the chapter covering any of these 
items. This will be our official vote. 
    I will report on the Federation Annual Meeting in 
the next newsletter. It is not too late for any other of 
you to attend, it will be held in Chattanooga on the 
dates of April 15 and 16. That is a Monday and 
Tuesday. The location is the Marriott Residence Inn. 
There are rooms there and the adjacent TownPlace 
Marriott  It is too late to get the NARFE discount on 
the rooms, but you may be able to get other dis-
counts. 
    Our NARFE National President will speak and 
hold a Town Hall meeting, There will be many other 
speakers including the current Miss Tennessee. Lots 
of other activities and information will be shared with 
NARFE members from all across the state. In will be 
a very interesting 2 days there.  
 

 2020 COLA Watch 
    Here is the latest monthly data that I have relating 
to the 2020 COLA. There was an increase reported 
on the February. report. Next report is due April 10. 
 

Chapter Financial Information 
    We normally get information about our Treasurer’s 
Reports at our meetings, I am providing that here 
since we have been unable to have those. The fol-
lowing is furnished by our Chapter Treasurer, Myrna 
Estes. 
    Beginning bank balance on January 1, 2019, 
$2,238.06 
    Dues received in January, $96.00, Dues received 
in February $30.00. 
    There were no disbursements in either January or 
February, our balance on hand at the close of Febru-
ary was $2,364.06. 
 

Tax Time 
    Remember tax season is nearly over, April 15th is 
the last day you have to file your taxes unless you 
file for an extension. Of course earned income must 
be reported as well as retirement income and Social 
Security payments. All of us must file a US tax return 
unless Social Security payments is all you have. 
There are places you can get help with filing your tax 
return if you need it. 

Month Month % Change % Toward 2020 

October 2018 0.19 0.28 

November 2018 -0.45 -0.17 

December 2018 -0.47 -0.64 

January 2019 0.14 -0.49 

February 2019 0.44 -0.05 
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NARFE Webinars 
    Here are the most recent NARFE webinars and 
the upcoming ones, some of which may be of inter-
est to you and some may not: 
    Federal and Military Service? How to Maximize 
 Your Benefits. recorded 

    Taxes and Federal Benefits. recorded 

    Four Simple Steps to a Smooth Retirement. 
recorded 

    TSP and You: Sound Savings Strategies. rec-

orded 

    Social Security: A Key Ingredient in Your Re-
tirement. recorded 

    Divorce and Federal Benefits. April 11th. 
    These are presented live with a question and an-
swer session afterwards at 1 PM central time on the 
date listed. If you missed the live presentation, you 
can always watch the recorded version on the 
NARFE website. And they are free to NARFE mem-
bers. 
 

Legislative News 
    Our Legislative Department is watching the details 
of the 2020 proposed budget and how it could impact 
the federal community. There are many cuts in the 
current version, but there is always changes, You 
may want to contact your member of congress to ex-
press any concerns.  
    Federal employees will receive a 2019 pay raise, 
the President has just signed an executive order to 
that effect. That could be as much as 1.9 percent. 
    And work continues on the bill to make improve-
ments on the COLA for both the CSRS and FERS  
retirees.  
    Let your members of Congress hear from you. 
Call 1-866-220-0044. and just follow the prompts to 
get to the office you want. Use the NARFE website 
to send an email message. 

 

COLA 
    There is an interesting article in the April maga-
zine about a study on the various Consumer Price 
Indexes. According to the article, the study by the 
Government Accounting Office compares the short 
term and long term affects of the current index used 
for our COLAs which is the CPI-W to 2 other Index-
es. The CPI-W  the widely used and it is the one 
which measures the Urban Wage Earners and Cleri-
cal Workers. A better index for use would be the 
Consumer Price Index for the Elderly, CPI-E. Anoth-
er index is the Chained Consumer Price Index, CPI-
U which would reduce the annual COLAs. The article 
addresses all 3 of these. This discussion has been 
around for many years now, you may want to read 
that article on page 7. 

Another Article 
    You may want to read the article in the magazine 
on Dealing with Incapacity on page 40. It deals with 
how to handle medical and financial decisions when 
a person is not able to make those decisions on their 
own. This seems to be a difficult process, depending 
on what the state laws are. 
 

Meeting Place Update 
    I have a bit of news on the Shoney’s Restaurant 
renovation. I have heard that work on the building in 
Cookeville will begin after work on one of Shoney’s 
locations in Memphis is completed. As far as I know 
there is no definite time frame for this, but I hope it is 
done soon so that our meetings can resume. 
 

Sunshine Report 
    I hope all of our members are well. The only re-
cent reports that I have heard was several members 
having surgeries. We have members in many loca-
tions and I do not see the papers and winter time is 
always a time when we are likely to lose some mem-
bers due to death, but I did not receive word of any. 
 

On The Light Side 
    The businessman dragged himself home and 
barely made it to his chair before he dropped, ex-
hausted. His sympathetic wife was right there with a 
tall cool drink and a comforting word. 
    My, you look tired," she said. "You must have had 
a hard day today. What happened to make you so 
exhausted? 
    It was terrible," her husband said, "The computer 
broke down and all of us had to do our own thinking." 

 

******* 

    There were 3 sisters living together 92, 94 and 95 
years. old. The oldest went upstairs one evening to 
take a bath. As she was getting in the tub with one 
foot in and one foot out, she called down to her sis-
ters, "Am I getting in the tub or am I getting out of the 
tub?" 
    The 94 yr. old decided to go upstairs to see if she 
could help figure out the situation. She got to the 3rd 
step and stopped - then called out, "Was I going up 
the stairs or was I coming down the stairs?" 
    The 92 yr. old, sitting at the kitchen table, thought 
she better knock on wood and as she knocked on 
the kitchen table she said, "I hope I never get as bad 
as my sisters. Now was that the front door or the 
back door?"  
     

Thanks Your For Support 
NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 


