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NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCATION 

PUTNAM COUNTY—COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE 
**Protecting Our Future** 

  Chapter 1956 Newsletter  June 2018 

Chapter Officers 
 

 President Ronnie Collins 
 Vice-President Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com 

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Notes on May Meeting 
    Attendance at our last meeting was fairly good, 
but we would always like to see more come out. It 
was good to see some who had not been there for 
awhile. If you have not been to a recent meeting, 
maybe you can attend the next one. Your support 
means a lot. 
    I briefly mentioned the details of the recent con-
vention, most of what went on was printed in last 
months newsletter. With the changes passed, next 
year the convention will become an annual meeting. 
    We went over the normal monthly reports, urged 
everyone to stay informed on legislative concerns 
and let their members of Congress hear from them. 
But most of the meeting was taken up about the new 
NARFE National voting process. I tried to explain in 
detail some of the requirements and the methods in 
which to vote. Now each member has the right and 
privilege to vote on matters of business, such as res-
olutions and changes to the national bylaws and for 
the national officers. Do exercise that right while vot-
ing is permitted. 
 

NARFE National Voting 
    Don’t forget to vote in this year national voting. 
Again, this is the first year that each member can 
vote for themselves rather than the proxy system 
that was used in years past. Just like in all types of 
voting, it is a right to take advantage of. 
    Refer back to the April, May and June magazines 
for information and details about the voting, and to 
past newsletters in recent months. Also you can go 
to the NARFE website and look for the 2018 Ballot-
ing Information. There are 28 ballot questions and 
the national officers to vote on. Take some time to 
learn about the issues and candidates. 
    You can vote by mailing in the ballot form in the 
June magazine or online if you have your member ID 
and the unique voting PIN number sent to you in an 
email message. The email message directs you to 
the voting website. Questions can be addressed to 
me or you can call 866-720-4357 during business 
hours. Votes must be received by 11:59 P.M. on 
Saturday, June 30, 2018. 

Next Meeting 
    We are looking forward to having our next meeting 
this month. So mark on your calendars for August 
21st. Hope to see you all there. We will have many 
items to go over and discuss. Call other members 
and encourage them to join you at this meeting.  
 

NARFE Webinars 
    Below are the upcoming webinars offered by 
NARFE You are encourage to watch these each 
month. The dates shown is when they are presented 
LIVE but they are recorded and can be watched lat-
er. To watch live, register before hand and go online 
by 1 p.m. Central Time on the date shown 
    You can also go back and watch the past webi-
nars held by the Federal Benefits Institute section on 
the NARFE website. Upcoming webinars include: 
    Steps to a Speedy Federal Retirement, June 
21. 
    Survivor Benefits: Ensure Your Peace of Mind, 
July 26. 
    Retirement Forms: The Devil’s in the Details, 
September 13. 
    FEHB & Medicare: Understanding Your Choic-
es, October 11. 
 

Members Take Note 
    I continue to see that some of our chapter mem-
bers are being transferred out of our chapter to the 
National Division. I know that the renewal letters that 
come in the mail are confusing and some are doing 
this inadvertently. But it is a big concern. Look care-
fully and select the option to remain as a chapter 
member.  
    There is a resolution on the ballot for the national 
office to make improvements in the membership 
form and the renewal letters which may help. 

Meeting Location: Shoney’s Restaurant 
880 S Jefferson Ave,, Cookeville TN 

6:00pm to eat, 6:45pm for the business meeting 
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Legislative News 
    The bill which was passed by Congress, the TSP 
Moderation Act will be implemented by the Thrift In-
vestment Board in September 2019. That is still a 
long way off, but it will give TSP savers more flexibil-
ity with their accounts. 
    If you don’t already receive the NARFE Legislative 
Hotline email messages, you can sign up to get 
them, or you can call 1-800-456-8410 option 4 to 
hear them. 
    To send an email to your member of Congress, 
use the Legislative Action Center section of the 
NARFE website to do that. To call either of your U S 
Senators or your U S Representative, call 1-866-220
-0044. That is the congressional telephone switch-
board which will prompt you in finding the office you 
want to talk to. 
 

Consumer Price Index Watch 
    In this section of the newsletter, I will be posting 
the monthly adjustments for the year relating to the 
CPI-W so that you can see the changes month by 
month. 
• October 2017  Decrease of 0.15% 
• November 2017 Increase of 0.04% 
• December 2017 Decrease of 0.06% 
• January 2018  Increase of 0.58% 
• February 2018  Increase of 0.44% 
• March 2018  Increase of 0.20% 
• April 2018   Increase of 0.47% 
    There are still 5 months to go in the reporting year 
which determines a possible COLA next January. 
While I don’t follow the year to date percentage any-
more, for those who are interested in that number, it 
is a plus 2.06 percent so far. 
 

Keep Us Informed About Member Concerns 
    We know that we miss a lot of notices of members 
with health issues, family deaths, and even deaths of 
the member themselves. We would appreciate you 
letting us know if you yourself is going through some-
thing like this or know of someone else. 
 

Membership News 
    We are holding our own as far as membership 
numbers are concerned. The number of Second 
Dues Notices sent out this year is much lower than 
years before. That is real good news and I appreci-
ate all of you doing that. 
    We continue to look for new potential members, if 
you have opportunity to speak with someone who 
might be interested in NARFE or maybe has never 
heard about NARFE, put in a good word and encour-
age to join if they are a federal worker or a federal 
retiree; or spouse of one. 

Video Message from Barbara Sido 
    If you would like to see and hear a recorded head-
quarters update presentation by the NARFE Execu-
tive Director, Barb Sido, it is available on the NARFE 
website. I will include this link to it. You will need to 
log in as a member for it to allow you to view. It is not 
long and gives some good information. 
 

Magazines 
    Just a reminder that of something that could be a 
good recruiting tool. When you are finished with your 
monthly NARFE magazine, you may want to pass it 
along to someone else or even leave it in some wait-
ing room such as a doctors office, auto repair shop 
or just about anywhere where space is available and 
people generally wait for any reason. 
    Also if you happen to discard a magazine and you 
need to refer back to an article that appeared some 
time ago, those magazines are archived on the 
NARFE website. 
    If you plan to do any travelling this summer, you 
may want to look in the back of the magazines for 
discounts available to NARFE members. 
 

Just for Fun—Political Way of Thinking 
    Fifty thousand people go a baseball game, but the 
game was rained out and a refund was due. 
    The team was about to send out refunds when 
someone stopped them and suggested that they 
send out refund amounts based on their interpreta-
tion of fairness. After all, if the refunds were made 
based on the price each person paid for the tickets, 
most of the money would go to the richest people. 
    So here was their plan: 
    People in the $10 seats would get back $15, be-
cause they had less money to spend. 
    People in the $15 seats would get back $15, be-
cause it is only fair. 
    People in the $25 seats would get back $1, be-
cause they already make a lot of money and don’t 
need a refund. 
    People in the $50 luxury seats will have to pay an-
other $50, because they already have way too much 
money to spend. 
    People driving by the stadium who couldn’t afford 
to buy a ticket would get $10 each, even though they 
didn’t pay anything in, just because they need the 
help most. 
 

Don’t forget to exercise your right to 
VOTE in the NARFE voting process 

NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 


