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FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCATION

PUTNAM COUNTY—COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE
**Protecting Our Future**

Chapter 1956 Newsletter February 2018

Chapter Officers

President Ronnie Collins
Vice-President Vacant
Secretary Reba Collins
Treasurer Myrna Estes

Contact Information:
NARFE Chapter 1956

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835

February Notes
We are moving along in the year, right now in the

middle of winter. We have had very cold temps and
snow so far this year. By the time this gets to you,
maybe the worst of winter will be behind us. It was
good that we did not have a meeting scheduled in
January as that was one of the days we had snow on
the roads and it would have been hard for anyone to
get out.

With our new meeting schedule, we will have a
meeting this month on February 20th. I am hoping
for good attendance and better weather. So make
plans to be with us at the usual location and time.

I continue to encourage all our chapter members
to be aware of the revised Renewal Notices that you
get when it is time to renew your NARFE Member-
ship. It is somewhat confusing. There are 2 options
when it come time to renew. Please select to renew
your national AND your chapter membership.

2018 Federation Convention
Again, I want to invite all members to attend the

2018 Federation Convention this year. This will be
the 62nd Annual Tennessee Federation Convention.
It will be on Monday and Tuesday, April 16-17, 2018.
The location will be the Double Tree Hotel in Jack-
son TN and hosted by the Jackson Chapter with help
from nearby chapters. The Convention Committee is
busy planning a exciting convention and I hope you
will consider going.

Registration is required to attend, I will have the
form at the February meeting, and it is in the Febru-
ary 2018 issue of the Tennessee Federation News.
You can also go online to the Federation website
and obtain it. Full registration costs is $60.00, you
may also select only the business session or the
banquet at a lower costs.

We will need to select our Delegates at this
month’s meeting. We can have up to 4 Delegates
from our chapter, but every member can attend. If
interested in serving, let me know.

There is an Early Registration Incentive this year.
Those registering by February 16th will be entered in
a drawing for a $100.00 cash prize.

Legislative News
In January, Congress failed to pass funding to

keep the government open and there was a 3 day
period that there was a partial shutdown. I think the
impact was minable, but these shutdowns are al-
ways confusing to both the public and federal work-
ers.

Keep in mind that our NARFE Legislative Depart-
ment continues to work on our behalf with Congress
to keep a watch on activity and bills that could affect
us. I encourage you to visit the Legislative section of
the NARFE website for the latest in information on
legislative matters. NARFE members are encour-
aged to use the NARFE Legislative Action Center to
quickly and easily send letters to members of Con-
gress on a variety of NARFE issues, sign up for ac-
tion alerts and track NARFE-related bills and votes.

Have you attended a meeting, town hall or tele-
phone town hall with your senators or representative
recently? Fill out a simple feedback form here in the
Action Center to tell NARFE’s advocacy staff the de-
tails of your legislator’s stance on NARFE issues.

Keeping up with legislative issues and making
your concerns known to your members of Congress
is worth the effort. They may not always respond to
you the way you want, but they to hear from you.

Consumer Price Index Watch
In this section of the newsletter, I will be posting

the monthly adjustments for the year relating to the
CPI-W so that you can see the changes month by
month.
 October 2017 Decrease of 0.15%
 November 2017 Increase of 0.04%
 December 2017 Decrease of 0.06%

The next report is due to be posted on February
14th.

Meeting Location: Shoney’s Restaurant
880 S Jefferson Ave,, Cookeville TN

6:00pm to eat, 6:45pm for the business meeting

https://www.narfe.org/legislation/index.cfm?fa=voterVoice
http://www.narfe.org/legislation/index.cfm?fa=voterVoice&vvsrc=%2fSurveys%2f4280%2fRespond%3fvvcgUT%3doDLNzxczLAxi3_jt0-wTEQ%26unregistered%3doDLNzxczLAxi3_jt0-wTEQ%26vvcgRD%3dB7FEyRWAF7Ki8589%26vvsbr%3daoUrwszsQmU7S0mAgR9rdA
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National Conference
The Bi-annual meeting of the NARFE National As-

sociation will also be changing this year from a Con-
vention type meeting to a Conference. Again, this is
due to the change to One Member One Vote provi-
sion at the 2016 National Convention. The FED-
con18 as it being referred to will be held August
26th—28th this year in Jacksonville Florida.

More information about that can be found in up-
coming NARFE magazines and on the NARFE web-
site. All NARFE members are welcome to attend.

NARFE Webinars
Each month, there is a new webinar for members

and potential members. You are encourage to watch
these each month. For February the webinar will be:
What’s Your Best Retirement Date? It will be pre-
sented LIVE on Thursday, February 22, 2018 begin-
ning at 1 p.m. Central Time. To watch live, you need
to register, but you can also watch it on a recording
later.

This one most likely will be of interest to those not
yet retired. Learn more about it on the NARFE web-
site.

NARFE-FEEA Scholarship Awards Program
The 2018 Scholarship program is now open for 20

high school seniors to win a one-time $1000 towards
college costs. Students who are the children or
grandchildren of NARFE members can enter. To en-
ter it requires filling out the application and writing of
an essay. Find out more NARFE-FEEA Scholarship

The deadline to enter is March 21, 2018. Good
luck to those that enter.

Tax Reform
Make note that your pay and/or annuity payments

that you receive, beginning in February should in-
crease due to the recent Tax Reform bill passed by
Congress and signed by the President. The amount
of federal tax that is being withheld will go down re-
sulting in a higher net pay.

Also remember that for retirees, the health insur-
ance premium adjustment (if any) will take effect with
the February annuity payments.

Updated NARFE Website
For those of you who may have not noticed, the

NARFE National website has a new look. Going to
narfe.org you will land on the Home page and find
the latest information. As a member, be sure to look
for the Log In button at the top of the page. To log in,
just enter your last name and membership number,
that allows you to see the member only content.
Check it out and look around the various sections.

Good News On Membership
After seeing the membership numbers decline

month after month for several years, it is refreshing
to see that the total membership in NARFE has actu-
ally increased each of the past 4 months. While the
increases are small, it is a bit of good news. The net
increases reported are: October—167, November—
62, December—184, and January—15.

The national office has put in place several promo-
tions and campaigns to increase overall membership
in recent years. Hopefully it will continue to result in
increased membership numbers.

I have just seen the announcement of the winners
of the Membership Contest held for the period of
September through December of last year. The win-
ners of the monthly $25 Amazon gift cards were:
Blance Dorunda of Chapter 484 Northampton MA,
Cindy Wivell of Chapter 306 Smithsburg MD, Sher-
wood Conner of Chapter 310 Newark OH. Com-
bined, they recruited 6 new members.

The Grand Prize winner of the Apple Watch was
Yoggi Riley of Chapter 61 Van Nuys CA. She recruit-
ed 17 new members. All totaled, there were 995 new
members recruited during that 4 month period of
time.

TSP Modernization Act
The TSP Modernization Act was signed into law

this past November, offering more flexible withdrawal
options for those in the Thrift Savings Plan. This new
law was supported by NARFE and it was passed by
Congress and signed by the President. The upcom-
ing March NARFE magazine will include an article
discussing this. You can also learn more about this
by visiting this web location.

On the Light Side—Love Jokes
A young man called his mother and announced

excitedly that he had just met the woman of his
dreams. His mother said “Why don’t you send her
flowers, and invite her to your place for a home-
cooked meal?” He thought he would and arranged a
date the week later. His mother called after the big
day to see how things went. The son said, it was a
disaster. His mother asked why, and he replied; “Oh,
she came over, but she refused to cook”.

A woman dreamed that her husband gave her a
pearl necklace for Valentine’s Day. She asked her
husband. “What do you think the dream means”. He
came home that day and gave her a small box. De-
lighted she opened it and found inside the box a
book entitled, “The Meaning of Dreams”.

NARFE IS ON THE WEB
Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org
Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org
NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to
renew both your National and Chapter Dues.

https://feea.org/our-programs/scholarships/
http://www.tsp.gov/PDF/formspubs/tspfs10.pdf

