
 Page 1  

 

NATIONAL ACTIVE AND RETIRED 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCATION 

PUTNAM COUNTY—COOKEVILLE TENNESSEE 
**Protecting Our Future** 

  Chapter 1956 Newsletter  August 2018 

Chapter Officers 
 

 President Ronnie Collins 
 Vice-President Vacant 
 Secretary Reba Collins 
 Treasurer Myrna Estes 

Contact Information:  
NARFE Chapter 1956 

118 Ballenger Rd., Carthage TN 37030 
E-mail: rwcollins@hydroguy.com 

Phone or Text: 931-284-4835 

Monthly Notes 
    Well folks, the summer has not been really hot this 
year and that is a good thing, but it is winding down 
now and it will not be long before the cold winds 
begin to blow. So enjoy the last days of summer. 
    The NARFE National Conference is taking place 
this month and while I am not aware of anyone from 
our chapter attending, I do know some other NARFE 
members from Tennessee are going. Even though, 
the format is different this year, there will be busi-
ness conducted and a whole lot of information con-
veyed to those in attendance. I will try to follow any-
thing that I hear about and share it will all of you. 
    By now, most of you have heard the results of the 
NARFE election that took place in June. We will 
have a new Secretary/Treasurer this coming year 
and that will be Kathryn Hensley. In the election for 
National President, there will be a run-off election 
since none of the 4 candidates running received a 
majority of the votes. One of those candidates has 
dropped out of the running and now we are left with 
3 candidates. They are: Steve Lenkart, Ken Thomas 
and Theodore Van Hintum. NARFE will distribute a 
new ballot to all current members by email if you 
have one in your member records and it also will be 
included in the September issue of the magazine. 
    The voting period for this run-off election will be 
August 10th through September 30, 2018. You can 
vote online using the unique PIN from sent to you in 
email or printed on the magazine ballot. or by mailing 
in the paper ballot. On the ballot, you will indicate 
your preference for all 3 candidates. In other words, 
you will mark your 1st choice, 2nd choice and 3rd 
choice for President. The results will be tabulated 
according to the rules of preferential voting to deter-
mine the winner. All 3 of these candidates have nev-
er held a national office before, so they have that in 
common. Their candidate statements were in the 
March issue of the magazine and can still be found 
on the NARFE website. If you cannot find those, I will 
be glad to help you with that. 
    So exercise your right and privilege to vote one 
more time to elect a new national president. For 
questions, you can call 866-720-4357. 

Next Meeting 
    On our new meeting calendar, we will have our 
next meeting, this month. That will occur on August 
21st. We will have many items to talk about and dis-
cuss. Help other members to be aware of this quar-
terly meeting and encourage them to attend with 
you. I will put out our annual call for members to be a 
chapter officer or committee person. 
 

August— Grassroots Advocacy Month 
    Members of Congress go on recess for the month 
of August and most have meetings in their districts 
and campaign for re-election. This is a good time to 
meet them while they are home from Washington DC 
and NARFE of course encourages this. While some 
make themselves more available than others, do try 
to attend any opportunity that you have to meet with 
your member of Congress either in a group meeting 
or one-on-one.  
    August is Grassroots Advocacy Month and some 
of the items of concern for NARFE is the talk of a 
pay freeze for federal workers, the Postal Reform 
bill, the reorganization plan of many federal depart-
ments and possible benefit cuts. There is a section in 
the magazine, NARFE Bill Tracker that you can refer 
to, if you need the bill number and details about a 
certain issue.  
    You may have other concerns as well that you 
would like to address with them as they go around 
during August. 
    Remember that all the US Representatives must 
run for election this year. In the Tennessee 6th Dis-
trict we have no incumbent and will elect a new rep-
resentative in November. And for the US Senator, 
we have one of those positions up for election. Bob 
Corker is retiring and we will elect a replacement for 
him in November. 

Meeting Location: Shoney’s Restaurant 
880 S Jefferson Ave,, Cookeville TN 

6:00pm to eat, 6:45pm for the business meeting 
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NARFE Webinars 
    Below are the upcoming webinars offered by 
NARFE You are encourage to watch these each 
month. The dates shown is when they are presented 
LIVE but they are recorded and can be watched lat-
er. To watch live, register before hand and go online 
by 1 p.m. Central Time on the date shown 
    You can also go back and watch the past webi-
nars held by the Federal Benefits Institute section on 
the NARFE website. Upcoming webinars include: 
    Retirement Forms: The Devil’s in the Details, 
September 13. 
    FEHB & Medicare: Understanding Your Choic-
es, October 11. 
    Health Plans: What’s New and How to Choose. 
November 8. 
 

Consumer Price Index Watch 
    In this section of the newsletter, I will be posting 
the monthly adjustments for the year relating to the 
CPI-W so that you can see the changes month by 
month. 
• October 2017  Decrease of 0.15% 
• November 2017 Increase of 0.04% 
• December 2017 Decrease of 0.06% 
• January 2018  Increase of 0.58% 
• February 2018  Increase of 0.44% 
• March 2018  Increase of 0.20% 
• April 2018   Increase of 0.47% 
• May 2018   Increase of 0.48% 
• June 2018   Increase of 0.17% 
• July 2018   Decrease of 0.02% 
    Even though there are still 2 months to go in the 
reporting year it is certain that there will be a COLA 
next January.  
 

Legislative News 
    There is a bill that would provide for a pay raise for 
federal employees next January that is part of the 
appropriations bills. It is bill number H.R. 6147 and 
as passed in the US Senate would provide a 1.4 per-
cent increase in pay plus another 0.5 percent in lo-
cality pay increase. A different version of this bill was 
passed in the US House, so now it must go to the 
conference committee to resolve the differences, be-
fore going to the president. 
    If you don’t already receive the NARFE Legislative 
Hotline email messages, you can sign up to get 
them, or you can call 1-800-456-8410 option 4 to 
hear them. To send an email to your member of 
Congress, use the Legislative Action Center section 
of the NARFE website to do that. To call either of 
your U S Senators or your U S Representative, call 1
-866-220-0044. and just follow the prompts to get to 
the office you want. 

Members Take Note 
    I caution you about that some of our chapter mem-
bers are being transferred out of our chapter to the 
National Division. I know that the renewal letters that 
come in the mail are confusing and some are doing 
this inadvertently. But it is a big concern. Look care-
fully and select the option to remain as a chapter 
member.  
    There are currently 2 members who have been 
mailed Second Dues Notices that have not yet paid. 
When you receive the renewal letters, please send 
back in as soon as possible and help us while at the 
same time help yourself. 
 

Chapter Dues 
    Back about 2 years ago, I think it was, we lowered 
the annual chapter dues for our chapter. That de-
crease was not much, but non-the-less it was a de-
crease. Our monthly bank balance is holding about 
the same and I think we could lower our chapter 
dues again. I think this would encourage more of our 
chapter members to remain as chapter members. 
We can discuss this at the upcoming meeting this 
month. 
 

Top Hymns for Old Folks 
    Precious Lord, Take My Hand.. And Help Me Up 
    It Is Well with My Soul.. But My Knees Hurt 
    Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing 
    Just a Slower Walk with Thee 
    Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by 
One 
    Go Tell It on the Mountain.. But Speak Up 
    Give Me the Old Timers’ Religion 
    Blessed Insurance 
    Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah.. I’ve Forgotten 
Where I Parked 
 

My Knee Hurts 
    An old man limped into a doctor’s office and said, 
Doctor, my knee hurts so bad. I can hardly walk! 
    The doctor slowly eyed him from head to toe, 
paused and then said, Sir, how old are you? 
    To which, the man replied, I am 98 years old. 
    The doctor just sighed, and looked at him again. 
Finally he said, Sir, I’m sorry. I mean, just look at 
you. Your are almost one hundred years old, and 
you are complaining that your knee hurts? Well, what 
to you expect! 
    The old man said, Well, my other knee is 98 years 
old too, and it doesn’t hurt! 
 

Hope Everyone is Doing Well This Month 

NARFE IS ON THE WEB 

 Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org 

 Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org 

 NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org 

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to 
renew both your National and Chapter Dues. 


