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May Meeting Report
The last meeting occurred in May after being away

for the month of April. Now the days are longer which
means more daylight. Attendance was up slightly for
the last meeting. We are still missing a few of our
‘regulars’. Some are still on the recovering list.

I reported on a few more details from the recent
Federation Convention, gave an update on the CO-
LA watch and discussed changes in the membership
renewal process now being used by the national of-
fice. Everyone at the meeting received a complimen-
tarily pack of coffee provided as a gift from the
GEHA Health Insurance Plan.

I viewed the latest NARFE webinar on Estate
Planning for Feds and recommended it to those in
attendance. It is especially helpful if you still had
funds in the Thrift Savings Plan as much was pre-
sented about it.

We went over the normal monthly reports includ-
ing an Audit Report for year 2016. Special thanks to
Roy Byrd who went over the financial records for the
chapter and found everything to be in good order. A
copy of his report will be made part of the May
minutes of the meeting which can be viewed online
on our chapter website or in person at any of our
meetings.

During the month I sent out an Legislative Action
Alert about the Postal Service Reform Act of 2017,
H.R. 756. I mentioned that at the meeting and asked
who all responded.

With enough membership in attendance to consti-
tute a forum, we were finally able to officially approve
several items of business, all pertaining to this year’s
Federation Convention.

Next Meeting
The next meeting date will be on June 20th. Let

me encourage you to make plans now and put on
your calendars a reminder to attend and support our
chapter. Meetings are helpful since I do not always
have space in these newsletters to fully discuss all
that is needed.

Keep in mind the meeting place and time will still
the same; Shoney’s Restaurant on S Jefferson Ave.
in Cookeville. Try to be there by 6:00pm if you plan
to eat. We will start the business session at 6:45pm.

Member Alert
For those of you who renew your membership

yearly, including every 2 or 3 years, there is a selec-
tion shown on the renewal letter that the National
offices is currently sending out. You need to be
aware of this, you are asked to choose your Mem-
bership Option; NARFE OR NARFE & Chapter. Of
course, we hope and encourage you to select
NARFE & Chapter. Otherwise you and your mem-
bership will be moved to what is called National Only
Membership.

Some people may make the wrong selection inad-
vertently as there is no explanation of the 2 choices.
We hope that you not only recognize the value of
your national NARFE membership but also the value
of your chapter NARFE membership and choose
both when those renewal letters come in the mail.

This change was brought about with the Bylaws
change referred to as Optional Chapter Membership
that we have written and talked about over the last
few years. I just wish that the national office would
give some explanation about those selections, but it
seems they are moving away from chapter member-
ship to national only membership that many of us
have become familiar with over the years.

In addition, I understand this same renewal letter
gives you the ability to switch to Dues Withholding as
the means to renew your membership. That is good
and will save you 15% on your dues. Dues Withhold-
ing is available to Annuitants and Survivor Annui-
tants. I highly recommend Dues Withholding.

For all members there 2 other good choices that
you can make and that is Check the Box that says
Please sign me up for Auto Renewal. In order to
use that feature, you will need to make payment by
credit card. Or Use Bill Pay with your bank.

Please share these newsletters with your spouse
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Legislative News
The President has released his 2018 budget to

Congress. As usual it contains lots of details on fed-
eral spending levels. The NARFE Legislative Dept.
has looked over the proposed budget and is highly
opposed to some provisions as they will have an im-
pact on both current federal employees and retired
federal employees.

Reportedly, this budget proposes to reduce CO-
LAs by 0.5 percent each year for current and future
retires under the Civil Service Retirement System
(CSRS) and would be eliminated for current and fu-
ture retirees under the Federal Employees Retire-
ment System (FERS).

NARFE is urging its members to take action and
contact Congress to express opposition to these
cuts. Either use your phone, call 1-866-220-0044
and ask to be connected to your each of your Mem-
bers of Congress. With 2 Senators and a Repre-
sentative, you will have to make 3 phones calls. Or
another way is to use the NARFE Legislative Action
Center and send a email message, it will be sent to
all 3 members of Congress and also to President
Trump and Vice President Pence. If you call, you can
use the suggested call script below:
 I am calling to ask [Representative /Senator X] to

reject the unprecedented cuts to the earned re-
tirement benefits of active and retired federal em-
ployees contained within the president’s fiscal
year 2018 budget proposal.

 The budget would target cost-of-living adjust-
ments for federal annuities. I worked hard over [ ]
years to earn my annuity. It is not a gift. Cutting
its value now, after I’ve earned it, fails to honor
the commitment made to me. It’s theft.

 I ask the representative / senator to reject any
attempts to reduce or eliminate COLAs for feder-
al workers and retirees and block any such at-
tacks during the budget process. Thank you.

Webinars
There are going to be 2 NARFE sponsored Webi-

nars in the month of June The first will be on June
22th, and is aimed for current federal employees and
is on the subject: Should I Stay or Should I Go? It
is for those who might be offered an early retirement
option or buyout. The next one on June 29th is ti-
tled :Creating a Second Career. Both will have
great presenters with Q and A sessions.

Both of these will be done live online on the
NARFE website at 1:00PM Central Time on the re-
spective dates. And as always, they will be recorded
and made available to watch later. Take advantage
of these if you are interested.

COLA Update
The last report of the CPI-W was the April report

which came out on May 12. It reported a 0.33 per-
cent increase. There seems to be an continued up-
ward trend in the Consumer Prices as reported. Cur-
rently we are at 1.44 percent toward any possible
COLA adjustment in 2018.

I will have details of the next report at our June
meeting and next newsletter. The date of the next
report is June 14.

Sunshine Report
Robert Whiteman recently had several problems

with heart issues that I just learned about. He is now
doing much better I am glad to report.

I know that many of you have health problems
from time to time and even family deaths that we
never hear about. We would like to be made aware
of any of these if possible.

Website Features
Just to remind you of some information that is

available on our chapter website. Minutes of all our
meetings are posted there for you to read, and for
members only, you can see a complete list of chap-
ter members. I update this list from time to time and
for the most part it is up to date. (For our members
who don’t have access to the internet, you can re-
quest copies of this information.)

Also on a related subject, don’t forget that the
Tennessee Federation has a website too, you may
want to check it out from time to time. You will find
links to these websites at the end of each newsletter.

On The Light Side—The FBI
The phone rings in to the FBI headquarters and

they answer.
The caller tells them he is calling to report his

neighbor who is  hiding marijuana inside his fire-
wood. The FBI thanks him for the tip.

The next day, FBI agents descend on the neigh-
bor’s house. They search the shed where the fire-
wood is kept. Using axes, they spend all day busting
open every piece of wood, but they do not find any
marijuana. They give up and angrily all get back into
there cars and leave.

The phone rings at the neighbor’s house and the
caller asks if the FBI came and chopped up your
wood for you. To which the neighbor replied, Yes
they sure did.

Great, the caller said, now it is your turn to call
them, I need my garden plowed.

NARFE IS ON THE WEB
Chapter 1956: www.narfecookevilletn.org
Tennessee Federation: www.narfetn.org
NARFE Headquarters: www.narfe.org

When you get your renewal notice, be sure to
renew both your National and Chapter Dues.


